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FROM THE YORK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION—BRINGING THE YORK COMMUNITY TOGETHER

York General Meeting

In This Issue

Wednesday, October 11th

6:30 pm to 9:00 pm
at Garden Street United Methodist Church
1326 North Garden Street, Room B
6:30 pm Community Potluck
7:00 pm Meeting
For the potluck supper, please bring your favorite Fall Comfort Food.
Last name A–M, bring soup or main dish; N–Z, bring salad.
Topic: Stronger Together—Building Neighborhood Unity
A discussion about York livability, housing affordability, and land-use zoning.
If you need childcare at the meeting, please let us know so we can plan.
Contact VicePresident@yorkneighborhood.org.

“D

President’s Corner

2

Welcome to York!

3

Land-use zoning in York

4

Zoning matters

5

1995: neo-Nazis in York

6

Annual Picnic report

7

WWU student reps move on

8

Calendar of events

8

r
N
u
o
e
i
Y
g
n
h
i
b
d
orhoo
o
o
G
o
Work Party at Harriet Spanel Park

d”

(formerly Franklin Park, corner of Grant and Whatcom streets)

Saturday, September 30, 1–5pm, followed by free pizza and games
Build stronger relationships between student and long-term York neighbors through working together
to make improvements to our local park. The event is co-sponsored by WWU’s Campus Community
Coalition, Environmental and Sustainability Programs, and Suicide Prevention Program.
Local community groups participating include the Volunteer Center of Whatcom County,
City of Bellingham Parks and Recreation Department, and York Neighborhood Association.
Prefer to read The Yorker in digital format? Get it here:
www.yorkneighborhood.org/newsletters

York Neighborhood Association

c/o 1444 Grant Street, Bellingham WA 98225
www.yorkneighborhood.org • President@yorkneighborhood.org • #YorkNeighborhood
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President’s Corner
By Kim Owen, YNA President

Let’s say “Yes” to affordable housing
Your York Neighborhood Board has been busy over the summer.
We had a great picnic in August to formally rename Franklin Park
to honor former State Senator Harriet
Spanel. Now we are planning for our
fall General Meeting, October 11.
Our attention has turned to the housing
affordability debate and proposed
changes to the Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADUs) Ordinance. When we surveyed
York residents last spring, we found that
67% said that maintaining single-family zoning was important to
them; 58% said they approve the current rules for ADUs, which
require (a) that in a single-family zoned area the owner must live in
one of the units and (b) that the ADU be attached to the primary
residence. The York Board supports these existing rules.
Our City officials have started deliberations on revisions to the
ADU Ordinance. The York Board is committed to retention of
single-family zoning; but, because York is a middle- to low-income
neighborhood, we also are committed to supporting policies in favor
of housing affordability.
To that end, we propose a “Yes to Affordability” campaign to
champion research-based policies that promote home ownership,
provide below-market-rate rents, and enhance the livability of
our community. At our October 11 meeting we will discuss
the following:

• Ensure that Attached Accessory Dwelling Units (AADUs)
in single-family-zoned neighborhoods are owner-occupied.
AADUs are currently legal in every neighborhood in Bellingham.
Owner-occupied attached units are what the research shows are
linked to increased affordability, because they allow individuals on
a fixed income the means to stay in their home (such as seniors);
they are often rented out to family members.
• Consider waiving, or reducing, both impact and permitting fees
for owners who are building and are committed to offer their
new units below market rate to families or individuals with
low-incomes. This would encourage builders to add affordable
units to their buildings, as well as to promote home owners to
do the same thing.
• Require anyone building a property with multiple units to
offer a percentage of units below market rates to those with
low incomes, while continuing to allow these types of buildings
only in areas zoned for multifamily use.
• Encourage the use of Conditional Use Permits (CUPs)
to promote the building of tiny homes that can be owned by
low-income individuals. A CUP allows neighborhoods to ensure
that concerns about parking, building height, setbacks, design,
and noise are addressed in the plans for these houses.
Additionally, promoting their use for low-income tiny homes
promotes affordability while keeping out land speculators who
wish to build tiny homes to rent at or above market rate.
I hope you will attend the meeting and share your opinions about
how density in York impacts you and how we all might benefit from
a “Yes to Affordability” campaign.

OCTOBER 2017

3

Welcome to York!
We are a multigenerational neighborhood.
Every fall, a new group of students arrive who
don’t really know where they have landed.
This is York—a welcoming neighborhood
for all ages. Here are some tips for how you
can make your time among us a good one.
• Meet your neighbors.  Introduce yourself
and exchange contact information.
• Be a good neighbor—park cars in
designated spaces behind your house.
Be mindful that there is not enough
on-street parking in this neighborhood, so
please conserve the four-wheeled vehicles.

• Get involved!  York has many fun and
educational activities—projects related to
transportation, biking, parks cleanup,
urban planning, an annual picnic, holiday
parties, and more (see page 7).
• Keep your yard and alleyway cleaned up
—no litter, junk, or discarded furniture.
…in other words, not like this!

York, a welcoming neighborhood

• Keep your property looking good.  
We are proud of York and need your help
in keeping it special.

• And, please, practice R-E-S-P-E-C-T
—when your guests leave or when you
walk through the neighborhood at night
don’t yell, scream, and act like idiots.
Be respectful of where you live: among
families, working people, retirees, and
other students.

• Tell your neighbors when you plan to
host a party, and ask them to let you know
if it’s too loud; but remember, maintaining
non-disruptive noise levels 24 hours day or
night is your responsibility. And be aware:
York Neighborhood has a “no tolerance”
policy for the loud-party scene.

York Neighborhood Association
Board
2017 Officers
President: Kim Owen
Vice President: Tom Scott
Treasurer: Cory Anderson
Secretary: Anne Mackie

• Keep the noise down, in general.  
Many people here work odd hours
or have young children and may need quiet
at other times. Bellingham has a 24-hour
noise ordinance; any loud or boisterous
noise, any time of day or night, is illegal.

Western students take a break from working at Rock
Hill Park in York Neighborhood, 2014. The park,
located in the 1300 block of Iron Street next to the
freeway wall, includes a basketball court, open space
for dogs and frisbies, a sledding hill for snowstorms,
and a butterfly garden. From atop the large sandstone
rock, you can see Mt. Baker to the east. Enjoy!

Find more information about off-campus living at wwu.edu/offcampusliving

Mission Statement

of the York Neighborhood Association:

Additional Members
Don Hilty-Jones
Jean Layton • Leigh McDiarmid
Kim Niederhauser
Audrey Roberts (WWU Student Rep)
Mark Schofield • Mark Sherman

• To enhance the quality of life in a low- and moderate-income urban neighborhood;

Newsletter layout: Mark Ellis Walker

• To preserve the historic character of the neighborhood.

• To reduce isolation among residents;
• To create a sense of community;
• To reduce or prevent crime; and

The Yorker
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Land-use zoning in York

historic apartments

by Anne Mackie, YNA Secretary

Every neighborhood in Bellingham has its
own “neighborhood plan” document that
defines character, land use, open space, and
density. York’s Neighborhood Plan was
updated beginning in 2006 and ending in
2010 after many meetings, surveys, work
groups, and public hearings. The City
hosted planning academies and
invited neighborhoods to attend
and then engage in rewriting
their neighborhood plans.

This important rezone helps to
protect York’s National Historic
District and brought these
subareas into better compliance
with the Washington State Growth
Management Act, which specifies protection
and “ensures the vitality and character
of single family neighborhoods.”
Reference: RCW 36.70A.070(2)

Prior to the rezone, there were
approximately 50 multihousing
units in the section, which
Highlights of York’s revised Plan
were “grandfathered” in. These
that was approved by the City
are duplexes, triplexes, four-plexes,
Council included:
historic duplex
and apartments. Many of these also
contribute to our historic housing
#1—York subarea 5 (the residential zone
inventory.
north and south of Lakeway Drive and east
of Ellis Street) was rezoned from multifamily
large public housing
high-density to single-family high-density.
area

land use designation

1

Industrial

3

Public

5

Residential Single, High
Density

5A

Residential Multi, High Density

6

Residential Multi, High Density

7

Public

8

Urban Village
(Samish Way Subarea Plan)

9

Residential Multi, High Density

10

Public

11

Downtown District Urban Village

#2—Ellis Street Subarea 9
(south at Maple Street to north
at York Street) was rezoned to
protect the 1890s–1920s historic
housing. While the zoning remained
multi-family high-density, the square footage
per unit was downzoned to prevent bulldozing
to build multistory apartment complexes.
Our neighborhood association also proposed
inclusion of special housing forms in
Subarea 9 referred to as the Infill Toolkit:
carriage houses or accessory
dwelling units—attached or detached.
#3—Subarea 2 (west of Ellis Street)
infill proposal: the YNA supported a
reduced parking requirement for new
construction in this section to
encourage multistory residential
development such as the
newly constructed Eleanor
Apartments. It was formerly
a single-story commercial
structure.
#4—Samish Way Urban Village Plan:
York and Sehome neighborhoods worked
together to support the urban village plan,
which envisions hundreds of new multifamily
housing units along the current commercial
zone of Samish Way.
These four examples demonstrate York’s
grass-roots accomplishments and
commitment to a variety of housing choices
—single-family, multifamily, historic,
or new—and infill in the right places.

A.A. Anderson Co., Inc.
Heating • A.C. • Electrical • Sheet Metal

360-734-7710

1409 N. FOREST STREET
BELLINGHAM, WA 98225

Jane Richardson
Family Owned and
Operated since 1948

PT, ScD, OCS, COMT
1408 N. Garden Street
Bellingham, WA 98225

(360) 738-4300
FAX: (360) 738-8010

www.skyline-physicaltherapy.com
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Zoning matters: listen to your neighborhood

single-family housing

By Leigh Mcdiarmid & Mark Sherman, YNA Board Members

Our latest water bill arrived with a flyer proclaiming that housing
affordability is now Bellingham’s highest priority. Rents and homepurchase costs have risen at an alarming rate—a story repeated along
the West coast. Solutions tried in other places like San Francisco,
Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver, B.C., have been proposed by some of
our city officials. Their premise: increase the pool of available homes,
and prices will fall. But has it worked, and where?
ADUs

They propose to abolish single-family zoning
in order to increase housing availability…
to add more units such as “granny flats”
(accessory dwelling units, ADUs) into
our already high-density neighborhood.

When we question the why? of this, we
are told it will bring down the cost of
housing. Home prices too high and climbing
higher every day? By relaxing zoning rules,
as was done in those other cities, housing prices accelerated in one
direction: upwards. And who benefits?
What appears to be behind these anti-single-family-zoning folks is not
housing for all but rather a blank-check go-ahead for the development
community. Currently, ADUs are already allowed in all single-familyzoned neighborhoods of Bellingham. The only requirement?

Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner!

Come in and try our new
SEAFOOD MENU!

Steamer Clams · Fresh-Caught Halibut & Chips
Prawn Basket · Fried Clams · Prawn Tacos · Cod & Chips
Daily Specials and Homemade Soups
in the historic York neighborhood
at 514 Potter Street
call in to take out:

734-2448

#Nelsons-Market-Marlins-Cafe

The owner/landlord must live in the
house to which the ADU is attached.
This stipulation ensures that those who
create the ADU have a stake in maintaining
the livability of the neighborhood: they have
skin in the game in a way that absentee landlords do not.
Skin in the game means not opening up single-family
neighborhoods to real-estate speculators so that a few more players
can join the Bellingham real-estate game of no-holds-barred,
winner-take-all monopoly.
What does work to guarantee affordability are subsidy programs like
the HOME fund, a tax paid by all property owners. An example of its
success is the new low-income Eleanor Apartments complex in our
neighborhood.
Remember, these are our neighborhoods. We raise our kids here and
are directly affected by every detail of what happens in these streets and
alleys: our children’s safety, quality neighbor-to-neighbor interactions,
the condition of our parks, streets, and alleys. We are invested to
make sure people feel welcome and connected to our neighborhood.
Zoning matters. Let’s be sure we are heard by our City Council.

The Yorker
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Neo-Nazis get run out of York

a page out of

Yo r k ’s

history

By Anne Mackie

The “Alt Right” movement must be
condemned for its murderous actions in
Charlottesville, Virginia, August 12. Their
movement is not about “free speech” but
is about terror and oppression. Could it
happen here? Yes—and it has.
In 1995, neo-Nazi skinheads moved into
a York rental house. As described by
writer Paul de Armond in his pamphlet
titled “1995 to Now: Bellingham’s York
Neighborhood Fights Back,” which is
available at www.yorkneighborhood.org/
YorkFightsBack1995.pdf: “The house had
become a mini-hotel for other racists
passing through the area. There were
loud, drunken parties that spilled onto the
sidewalk, vandalism featuring hate slogans,
displays of swastikas and Confederate flags,
and swaggering attempts at intimidation
and obnoxious behavior.”
On November 3, 1995, their behavior went
from obnoxious to an outright attack.
Three Western students (Asian, black,
white) had parked in front of the skinheads’
house to attend a party a block away.
When they returned to their vehicle, the
skinheads attacked them. One student
suffered a broken cheekbone from a
thrown beer bottle. The students ran back
to their party and gathered reinforcements.
An hour-long street battle ended with
a carload of fleeing skinheads driving
through the crowd, hitting one person.
Luckily, no one was killed. The driver
was later arrested in Oregon for felony
hit-and-run.

Two skinheads were charged with
malicious harassment and assault. The
November 14, 1995, Bellingham Herald
reported: “Bellingham police found a large
cache of racist flags, white-supremacist
literature, posters, and stickers while
serving a search warrant on the home of
two men suspected in a hate crime … The
York Neighborhood Association denounced
the attack and asked city officials to
‘respond to the fullest extent’ to stop
racism in the neighborhood. ‘The right of
all people to live from fear is something
that we will work strongly to uphold,’ the
association said. ‘Our neighborhood must
be a safe place for everyone.’”
A march of 200 Western students, faculty,
and community members through the
neighborhood carried signs that read
“Just say No to Hitler wannabes,” “No one is
free when others are oppressed,” and
“Zero tolerance for hate crimes.” York’s
banner read “York Neighborhood is a
Hate-Free Zone.”
We saw 22 years ago what these groups
are capable of. The nation witnessed their
violent attacks in Charlottsville, Virginia,
this past summer. We must be clear.
These hate groups are not exercising
“free speech.” They are intent on violence,
terror, and intimidation. We must be
united against them.

“The Nine Mothers and the Human Rights Task Force
produced window posters, stickers, and buttons with
the slogan Joining Hands against Hate.
The Joining Hands posters appeared all over Whatcom
County. They declared a ‘hate-free’ zone and offered
assistance to anyone who might be targeted by racist
terrorism or cultural intolerance. The posters and
stickers in car windows instantly became a visible sign
that Whatcom County was committed to defending
essential freedoms and was willing to fight to prove it.”
—Paul de Armond, “1995 to Now: Bellingham’s
York Neighborhood Fights Back”
read the full story at
www.yorkneighborhood.org/
YorkFightsBack1995.pdf

Joining Hands Against Hate stickers are available from
the Whatcom Human Rights Task Force
www.whrtf.org

Garden Street United Methodist Church
1326 North Garden Street · Bellingham

A reconciling, LGBTQ-friendly congregation
Growing relationships, with God
Sunday worship services 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Rev. Kathy Hartgraves
360 733 7440
www.gardenstreetumc.org

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,

QNCP

K
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Politicians, picnickers, pies, and piñata punchers celebrate
York and Sehome neighborhoods joined
together August 26 to host the dedication of
Harriet Spanel Park, formerly Franklin Park.
Local Whatcom Girl Scouts kicked off the
ceremony with a “presentation of the flags,”
followed by Mayor Kelli Linville, who shared
memories about Harriet Spanel—her friend
and fellow Washington State legislator.
The park renaming was approved last year
by the Bellingham City Council to honor
Harriet Spanel, who died in February 2016.
She served in the Legislature for 22 years,
representing the 40th Legislative District.
Another fabulous picnic followed the
celebration. Thanks to all who helped make it
great. Special thanks to volunteer face painter
Michel, York’s own R House Zydeco Band,
hot-dog griller Cory Anderson, Nelson’s
Market for the Hempler dogs, piñata filler
Lisa Anderson, and Paul Razore
(President, Sanitary Services Co.)
for the donated port-a-potty.

Mayor Linville welcomes the crowd to the celebration

The pie raffle raised over $220 to help fund the party

Smashing the pinata is an annual tradition
enjoyed by York kids

Whatcom Girl Scouts kick off the dedication ceremony
for naming of Harriet Spanel Park with presentation
of the flags

Thanks for donations to York
Thank you to these neighbors who made a donation to the YNA
since publication of the last newsletter:
A.A. Anderson Co., Darrel Steib, and Michele & Eric Waltz

The Yorker
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Thank you, Ben and Edward

Calendar of York Events
October
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

CC

CC

Do Good in Your Neighborhood
Work Party
Saturday, September 30
1 to 5pm, at Harriet Spanel Park

York General Meeting

Wednesday, October 11
6:30 pm Fall Potluck
7:00 pm Speakers & Meeting

at Garden Street United Methodist Church
1326 North Garden Street

31

November
Sun

Mon

Tue

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

You voted, right?

7

8

9

10

11

YNA Board Meeting

election

5

6

12

13 CC

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

CC

Election Day

Wed

day

Tuesday, November 7

Mon

3

4

10

Tue

Wed

November 23 to 26

Fri

Sat

1

2

5

6

7

8

9

11CC

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

CC

31
Sun

WWU Winter Break

December 22 to January 8

York Holiday Caroling Party
& Horse Wagon Rides
Saturday, December 9
5 pm at Nelson’s Market
Bring cookies to share

CC

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

We’ll sure miss their homemade breads and
great soups at our neighborhood suppers.

7:00 pm Business Meeting
at Garden Street United Methodist Church
1326 North Garden Street

WWU Thanksgiving Break

Thu

Ben was a founding member of the
Bellingham Tenants Union and, while
a student, worked to lobby for rental
registration and inspections enacted in city
law.  Edward served as Rock Hill Park steward
helping to organize work parties there.

Wednesday, November 8

December
Sun

They graduate. They move on. Such is life in
the ’hood. York Board members Ben Larson
graduated in June and Edward Tabor in
August. They served two years on the
York Board, and we thank them!

= City Council meetings, 7 pm at City Hall,
210 Lottie Street.

Edward Tabor

Ben Larson

WWU student Audrey Roberts continues on
the York Board and serves as the Rock Hill
Park Steward. We are looking for additional
student reps, so don’t be shy. A requirement is
that you have attended two York meetings—
either a general or board meeting (see the
Calendar for upcoming dates).
If interested, contact Tom Scott at
VicePresident@YorkNeighborhood.org.

Donations to the York Neighborhood Association are appreciated!

York Neighborhood Association Donation Form
suggested donation levels
☐ Students—$5

☐ Household—$20

☐ Business—$100

☐ Singles—$10

☐ Other Amount ______

includes a business-card-size ad for four issues of The Yorker

Make check payable to the York Neighborhood Association

C o n tac t
York Neighborhood Association
c/o 1444 Grant St
Bellingham WA 98225
President@YorkNeighborhood.org

Name ����������������������������������������������������

website: www.YorkNeighborhood.org

Address _________________________ Phone Number���������������

For advertising / business
donations, contact:
YorkerEditor@YorkNeighborhood.org

Email ����������������������������������������������������
Return form and check to:

Cory Anderson, YNA Treasurer  ·  520 Edwards St.
Bellingham WA 98225

