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Wednesday, June 14th
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm

at Garden Street  
United Methodist Church

1326 North Garden Street, Room B
6:30 pm  Spring Salad Buffet

7:00 pm  Meeting

YNA Board members will provide a variety of 
salads and bread for the meal.  Please bring a 
plate of cookies to share and your own place 

setting.  Coffee is provided by Nelson’s Market.

Topic #1: Survey Report on York’s Hot Issues

We will report the results of the recent York 
Neighborhood Survey and learn about the 
Results Driven Accountability process, to find 
solutions to York’s most pressing issues and 
needs.  Speaker:  Kim Owen, YNA President.

Topic #2: Report on Samish Way–Ellis Street 
Corridor Study (see page 7).

Speaker:  Chris Comeau, City of Bellingham, 
Transportation Planner.

If you need child care at the meeting, please let us know so we can make arrangements.   
Contact VicePresident@yorkneighborhood.org.

Dumpster Day!
Get your junk ready to dump  

and help clean up York!

Saturday, June 3—8:30 a.m.  
(not a minute earlier) 

At Nelson’s Market parking lot 
514 Potter Street

Call 360-296-3318  
if you need a large item picked up.

Call before June 3.

York General Meeting

The dumpster usually fills up by 10 am,  
so don’t be late!  If you have a large item  
that you need hauled to the dumpster, 
call Cory Anderson at 303-0171, or email 
treasurer@yorkneighborhood.org.

This is York’s 39th year hosting Dumpster 
Day.  Special thanks to Sanitary Service 
Company (SSC) for the free dumpster, to 
Allied Waste/Republic Services for the free 
dumpage, and to Nelson’s Market for the 
location. 

Items you can dump:  household items that 
do not fit into a normal pickup. 

Items you cannot dump:  yard waste; 
chemical waste such as paint, fluorescent  
light tubes, hazardous materials;  
large appliances; computers or TVs;  
tires; large construction debris.   
Business-generated waste is not accepted.

Hip-hip,
Hooray!
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Garden Street United Methodist Church
1326 North Garden Street ·  Bellingham

A reconciling, LGBTQ-friendly congregation
Growing relationships, with God

Sunday worship services 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Rev. Kathy Hartgraves
360  733  7440

www.gardenstreetumc.org

By Kim Owen, YNA President

Spring finally arrived, and our streets are 
carpeted in flower petals!  This lovely 
reawakening of the earth invites us to get out.  
For the YNA board, this season is also the 
start of a planning process for our 
activities over the next year or 
so, one that we hope will mark 
your active involvement at our 
meetings and activities.

A survey is included on pages 
5 and 6 of this newsletter to 
gather your thoughts about the 
priorities and focus of the YNA board.  This 
survey is totally anonymous and should take 
approximately five minutes to complete.  
We will use the information we collect to 
identify our priorities as a board, to develop 
new initiatives (with enough extra hands 
to complete them), and to begin a planning 
process for our work plans.  We will close the 
survey at midnight on June 6 to allow the 
board time to analyze the data before the June 
14 meeting, where we will share the results.

At that meeting, I will introduce Results 
Driven Accountability, which we will use as a 
planning tool to develop our work plan.  This 
framework encourages participants to identify 
the causes of a problem, using tools such as the 
Five Whys, and then, once those root causes 
are identified, to work on practical solutions 
while letting go of those things that we cannot 
control.  The entire focus of this practice is 
to have an impact on the individuals most 
impacted by an issue.

We will begin the actual process at our general 
meetings in the fall by breaking into small 
groups to delve into identifying the causes of 
the top 5 issues identified in the survey.  One 

of the tools I referred to above, 
Five Whys, asks participants to 
keep asking why something is 
the way it is.  For example, if we 

were discussing homelessness we 
would ask ourselves what causes 
homelessness.  One answer might 
be lack of affordable housing to 
which we would ask why is there 

a lack of affordable housing and so on.  Once 
these causes have been identified, we will use 
subsequent meetings to Turn the Curve to 
come up with solutions that are implemented 
in a work plan. 

I first experienced this different way of having 
an impact while working at the county level 
in Early Childhood Education in Colorado.  
As a group of diverse stakeholders, we 
identified the three to five most significant 
problems young children and their families 
experienced in our county.  We used data to 
identify the problems to keep the focus on 
real world problems.  After experiencing this 
process and watching the incredible success 
many Colorado communities have had using 
it to create change in their communities, 
I am excited to be bringing it to the York 
neighborhood.  If you want to learn more 
about this unique process, visit the Clear 
Impact website at clearimpact.com/results-
based-accountability/turn-the-curve-thinking. 

See you at the June meeting!

Advertise in The Yorker!

  Great rates  

Business-card size 
$30 per issue or $100 for four issues

¼ page 
$50 per issue or $175 for four

½ page 
$100 per issue or $375 for four

Full page 
$200 per issue or $750 for four

1,000 copies delivered door-to-door!

Contact:
YorkerEditor@yorkneighborhood.org

We appreciate the support we receive 
from our local businesses!
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Bellingham Tenants Union petition
The Bellingham Tenants Union (BTU) is gathering signatures to submit to the City Council 
and Mayor Kelli Linville.  This petition addresses five major issues that tenants in Bellingham 
are facing.  Anyone—renter or home owner—can sign the petition to show your support for 
these issues.  Either go to the link tinyurl.com/protecttenants to submit the petition,  
or mail a signed copy to Mayor Linville & Bellingham City Council, City Hall, 210 Lottie St., 
Bellingham, WA 98225.

Petition to Remove Barriers for Bellingham Tenants
To Mayor Linville and Bellingham City Council:
Housing is a human right.  We need to reduce barriers faced by Bellingham renters 
and unsheltered people to make sure everyone in our community has access to safe, 
affordable, and healthy homes. 

High upfront costs are blocking people from entering housing, with a disproportionate 
impact on low-income renters and families, communities of color, students, the LGBT 
community, seniors, people with disabilities, and those paying with alternative sources 
of income such as social security. 

We urge you to take the five following steps to protect renters in Bellingham:

1. Cap move-in fees and application costs that landlords can charge incoming 
renters.  Offer renters the right to pay their move-in costs in installments with no 
interest.

2. Prevent source of income discrimination by landlords and property management 
companies.  For example, landlords shouldn’t be able to discriminate against 
someone who uses social security to pay rent. 

3. Post information on tenant rights, responsibilities, support organizations, and 
other how-to resources in rental units alongside the certificate of registration as 
part of the Rental Safety and Inspection Program.

4. Require landlords to offer renters the option for a mold cleaning if there are 
dangerous levels of visible mold when moving into a rental unit.  Provide tenants 
a legal ground to make a complaint by classifying visible mold in the interior of 
buildings as a public health nuisance.

5. Acknowledge and take steps to address the increasing consolidation of rental 
units in the hands of a few landlords and property management companies.

Sincerely, 

Bellingham Tenants Union and Supporters

Name Signature

Join the Bellingham Tenants Union on Saturday, June 3, 5–7 pm, at Bellingham Public 
Library, for a discussion about the challenges facing our community in the fight to prevent 

homelessness and achieve housing justice.  It’s a great opportunity to learn about your rights 
(and responsibilities) as a tenant under Washington state law and the Rental Registration and 

Safety Inspection Program (RRSIP) in the City of Bellingham.

Accessary Dwelling 
Units (ADUs):  are they 
good for York?
By Anne Mackie

The annual debate has begun about 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).  
These are small, self-contained living 
units that can be either attached to the 
primary home or constructed on the 
property as a stand-alone structure, 
such as a garage apartment or  
carriage house.

The YNA will have a representative 
participating in the city’s ADU Focus 
Group, which will begin meeting in 
June.  One question is:  How many 
already exist in York?  In a recently 
published city map, it appears 
there are three.  As part of the 2016 
Comprehensive Plan Update, the city 
was instructed to inventory the city’s 
ADU stock.  This step is important to 
complete before allowing more.

Where do they belong?  Two-thirds of 
York is zoned “single family,” (the areas 
north and south of Lakeway Drive and 
east of Ellis Street) where attached 
ADUs are currently allowed if the owner 
lives on the property.  Detached, stand-
alone ADUs are not allowed in single-
family zoned areas. 

York’s western section west of Ellis 
Street is zoned “multi-family,” where 
both attached or detached ADUs are 
allowed; none appear on the city’s map.

Many illegal ADUs exist in York, which 
has caused a de facto “upzone” of the 
neighborhood without any oversight or 
acknowledgment by the city.

Before adding more, let’s find out what’s 
already here.  And, importantly, let’s 
find out if they are owner-occupied 
properties or just another money-maker 
for an absentee landlord who enjoys 
Bellingham’s lack of enforcement of 
zoning regulations.
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Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner!

#Nelsons-Market-Marlins-Cafe

in the historic York neighborhood 
at 514 Potter Street

Come in and try our new 
SEAFOOD MENU!

Steamer Clams · Fresh-Caught Halibut & Chips
Prawn Basket · Fried Clams · Prawn Tacos · Cod & Chips

Daily Specials and Homemade Soups

call in to take out:
734-2448

Jane Richardson  PT, ScD, OCS, COMT

(360) 738-4300
FAX: (360) 738-8010

www.skyline-physicaltherapy.com

1408 N. Garden Street
Bellingham, WA 98225

Eleanor Apartments closer to completion
By Anne Mackie

The Eleanor Apartments, 1510 North Forest Street (on the former 
Wilson Motors site), is scheduled to open in the fall and will provide 
much-needed housing for low-income seniors.  The four-story, 80-unit 
complex is under the management of Mercy Northwest, who will 
partner with PeaceHealth to provide health and wellness services 
onsite.  Each one-bedroom unit is energy-efficient.  The facility 
provides a large community center and parking on site.  It includes an 
on-site rain garden for stormwater retention, photovoltaic solar panels, 
triple-pane windows, and enhanced insulation.  The building will be 
generously landscaped with outdoor seating areas, walking path, and 
P-patch garden.

Tenant Waste Task Force ramps up in 
preparation for year-end move-out
By Julia Burns, Campus Community Coalition Coordinator

As the end of the spring quarter approaches, students living 
off campus are often faced with moving out and being unsure 
what to do with the couch or TV they acquired in the fall.   
The City of Bellingham, the Campus Community Coalition, the 
WWU Office of Sustainability, and other partners have formed 
the Tenant Waste Task Force (TWTF) to educate students 
about proper disposal of unwanted items and to help students 
dispose of those items through the Move Out Madness event. 

Move Out Madness is a year-end event to help students sort 
their unwanted materials generated from move-out.  Bins 
for reusable household items, clothing, nonperishable food, 
recyclable materials, and landfill waste will be available at 
three “sorting stations” in the York, Sehome, and Happy Valley 
neighborhoods.  The event will take place on June 9th from 
10am to 5pm and will include a low-cost furniture pickup 
service for students who are unable to bring their unwanted 
items to the donation stations.  Check out the Move Out 
Madness website at sustain.wwu.edu/wwu-move-out-
madness for more details.

In addition to the event, the Tenant Waste Task Force will be 
doing an education campaign around the proper disposal of 
household items through the Off Campus Living Website, 
social media, campus newspapers and newsletters, and the 
campus radio station KUGS.

Want to help with Move Out Madness?  The TWTF is looking 
for volunteers that would like to assist on the day of the event.  
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Gwen 
Larned at ZeroWaste@wwu.edu.

Want to get involved with the Tenant Waste Task Force?  If you 
have any questions or comments about the TWTF or would 
like to get involved, please contact Julia Burns, Campus 
Community Coalition Coordinator, at julia.burns@wwu.edu.

Eleanor Apartments under construction
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YNA Survey of Residents
As the York Neighborhood Association (YNA) begins the process  
of developing and implementing action plans for the upcoming  
year, we would like to start by gathering some information from  
the residents of York.  This will help us ensure we are representing you.  
The information we gather in this survey will help to determine  
YNA’s priorities as well as be used in our work-plan planning sessions  
at upcoming general meetings using Result Driven Accountability.

This survey should take approximately five minutes.  We will  
close the survey on June 6th at midnight to allow the board time  
to analyze the data ahead of the June 14 neighborhood meeting.  

If you have access to a computer, we do ask that you complete the 
survey online:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H9GQQ69.   
If you do not have computer access, fill out the survey below  
and return it to Nelson’s Market.

1. Are you a home owner, renter, business owner, or landlord? 
(check all that apply)

  home owner   renter 
  business owner (in York)   landlord (in York)
  other (please specify): ���������������������������������������

2. Please rank the following issues from very important (1) to  
less important (5). We will use the top-five-ranked issues  
as the basis of our planning for the upcoming year.

1 2 3 4 5
very important less important

availability of alternative 
transportation (bus, walking, biking)

crime

density

homelessness

housing affordability

maintaining single-family zoning

neighbor relationships

noise

parking

parks

traffic 

York neighborhood events

other (please specify one or more)

very important less important

1 2 3 4 5

3. What do you think about the current requirements for Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs) in single-family zones to be both 
permitted and limited to houses whose owners live onsite?

  approve   disapprove   don’t know
  other (please specify):
 �����������������������������������������������������������

4. The YNA’s mission is “to reduce isolation among residents, 
enhance the quality of life in a low- and moderate-income urban 
neighborhood, create a sense of community, reduce or prevent 
crime, and preserve the historic character of the neighborhood.” 
We accomplish this mission in a variety of ways but are looking 
to see if there are additional ideas for activities that you would 
like to see to help us further our mission. 

 Please check what additional activities you would like to see  
in York:

  block parties 
  children’s activities 
  list of neighborhood experts
  tool share
  other (please specify):
 �����������������������������������������������������������

 �����������������������������������������������������������

 �����������������������������������������������������������

survey continues on page 6 
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5. Would you be willing to volunteer?

  Yes, and I would be interested in joining the board
  Yes, I would like to help with annual events (Picnic, Caroling Wagon 

Party, Dumpster Day) or the newsletter
  Yes, I would be interested in helping with a one-time,  

short-term project
  No   other (please specify):
 �����������������������������������������������������������

6. How do you prefer to receive information from the YNA  
(check all that apply)?

  paper hard copy (such as the Yorker)   email 
  Nextdoor   Facebook
  other (please specify):  ��������������������������������������

Fare thee well, Fred
Fred Charlton, a York resident for  
over 40 years, passed on April 19.   
He was 76.  Fred worked for the City 
of Bellingham in Maintenance and 
Operations, retiring in 2003.

If someone was celebrating a birthday, 
Fred could be called upon to show up 
at Nelson’s Market and lead all in song.  
He made an authentic Santa Claus, complete with his own home-
grown beard.  To say Fred was an avid history buff is to put it mildly.  
He had amassed an amazing library on WWII and held a master’s 
degree in History from WWU.

He was also a huge football fan who cheered loudly for the Bellingham 
Raiders, UW Huskies, and Seahawks.  If he wasn’t at a game, you could 
be sure the TV was on and the house was full of raucous yelling of one 
kind or another.

Fred is survived by his wife, Kirsti Charlton; his children Colin, 
Kathleen, Elisabeth, Meredith, Matthew, and five grandchildren.   
His big smile, laughter, hugs, and birthday songs will be missed  
by his larger York family. 

Mission Statement  
of the York Neighborhood Association:

• To reduce isolation among residents;

• To enhance the quality of life in a low- and moderate-income urban neighborhood;

• To create a sense of community;

• To reduce or prevent crime; and

• To preserve the historic character of the neighborhood.

7. Is there anything else you would like the YNA board to know?

 �����������������������������������������������������������

 �����������������������������������������������������������

 �����������������������������������������������������������

 �����������������������������������������������������������

Thank you for your time and attention to this.  Our neighborhood  
is truly great with the involvement of people like you!  We’ll report  
the survey results on the website (yorkneighborhood.org) and in the 
next Yorker newsletter; and we’ll discuss them at the June 14th  
general meeting at the Garden Street United Methodist Church, 7 pm.

6 The Yorker

http://www.mbpp.org
http://www.nextdoor.com
https://www.facebook.com/YorkNeighborhood-431732530338515/
http://www.cob.org
http://www.cob.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nelsons-Market-Marlins-Cafe/164041763793
http://www.yorkneighborhood.org
http://www.gardenstreetumc.org


Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

Kim Haustedt, D.C.,  QNCP

A.A. Anderson Co., Inc.
Heating • A.C. • Electrical • Sheet Metal

360-734-7710

A.A. Anderson Co., Inc.
Heating • A.C. • Electrical • Sheet Metal

360-734-7710

1409 N. FOREST STREET
BELLINGHAM, WA 98225

Family Owned and
Operated since 1948

Samish-Maple-Ellis Streets Corridor Study
By Chris Comeau, Transportation Planner, City of Bellingham 

At York’s upcoming general meeting on  
June 10, preliminary findings of the Samish-
Maple-Ellis Streets Corridor will be presented.  
In 2009, the Samish Way Urban Village 
Plan was adopted, with recommendations 
for long-term street improvements that 
called for widening of North Samish Way to 
accommodate on-street parking and space for 
bicycles on both sides of the street between 
Consolidation and Abbott, as well as  
20-foot-wide sidewalks on each side.  The  
cost of making these improvements with public 
funding sources is prohibitively expensive, 
and the cost of private mitigation for these 
improvements would make redevelopment 
unaffordable and, therefore, unlikely.

In 2014, Bellingham adopted the Bicycle 
Master Plan, which called for bicycle lanes 
on North Samish Way but “Further Study 
Needed” on the Maple–Ellis portion of the 
corridor.  In 2015, the City condemned 
and purchased the Aloha Motel, and the 
Bellingham Housing Authority (BHA)  
has since purchased the site from the City 
with a proposal to redevelop the site into 
150 low-income and senior apartments 
with 11,000 square feet of BHA offices, and 
possibly a commercial space.  BHA’s original 
proposal requested on-street parking on 
North Samish Way in front of a possible 
commercial component to the site, but the 
2009 Urban Village Plan does not allow on-
street parking on North Samish Way north 
of Abbott Street.  In addition, the existing 
physical space between curbs on North 
Samish Way is only 56 feet, which does not 

allow enough space for parking, dedicated 
bicycle lanes, and vehicle travel lanes.

To date, BHA has been unsuccessful in 
securing funding for the redevelopment 
proposal, has since broken the proposal into 
short- and long-term phases, and hopes to 
apply for funding again by late 2017.  If BHA 
obtains funding, then Phase 1 of development 
might begin in Autumn 2018 and would 
include 72 apartments and 11,000-sf BHA 
offices located on the north end of the former 
Aloha site fronting on Otis Street, which 
would be available for occupancy by residents 
in Autumn 2019.

All of the above led Public Works to hire 
TranspoGroup consultants in autumn 2016 

to collect data and conduct a concerted study 
of the Samish-Maple-Ellis corridor between 
Bill McDonald Parkway and Lakeway Drive.  
The purpose of the corridor study is to 
examine the existing physical space available 
between the curbs along the corridor, vehicle 
traffic, pedestrian use, bicycle use, and WTA 
transit use and service, and to examine ways 
to balance all of the competing interests and 
needs along the corridor.

The Samish-Maple-Ellis corridor study 
is not yet complete, and work is ongoing, 
but Public Works has shared preliminary 
findings of the study with the Bellingham 
Transportation Commission (April 11, 
2017) and the Bellingham Housing Authority 
(May 5, 2017).  Public Works will share 
preliminary findings of the study with the 
York Neighborhood Association on June 14.  
There are possibilities for both short- and 
long-term transportation improvements to 
the existing corridor, which will be shown at 
the neighborhood meetings; but, just like the 
proposed BHA redevelopment of the Aloha 
Motel site, these transportation improvements 
are expensive and will require state and federal 
grant funding to complete.

The 2009 Samish Urban Village Plan will require 
amendments to incorporate any of the proposals 
in the Samish-Maple-Ellis Corridor Study.

Come to York’s meeting , June 14, to hear more about the proposed street improvements in the  
Samish Way Urban Village.  And, bring your traffic safety questions about streets in York to ask our guest 

speaker, Transportation Planner Chris Comeau.
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June

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

July

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

August

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Donations to the York Neighborhood Association are appreciated!

suggested donation levels

☐ Students—$5 ☐ Household—$20  ☐ Singles—$10 ☐ Other Amount ______

☐ Business—$100      includes a business-card-size ad for four issues of The Yorker

Make check payable to the York Neighborhood Association

Name  ____________________________________________________

Address  ________________________ Phone Number _______________

Email  ____________________________________________________

Cory Anderson, YNA Treasurer  ·  520 Edwards St.
Bellingham  WA  98225

York Neighborhood Association Donation Form

Return form and check to: 

Thank you to York neighbors Bart Miller and 
Tom Scott for their donations of support to the 
YNA since the last publication of this newsletter.

Park work party report
by Mark Schofield

On April 8th, more than 25 eager volunteers 
showed up for the first-ever park work party 
at the recently renamed Harriet Spanel 
Park (formerly Franklin Park).  The group 
made significant progress weeding, thinning 
vegetation, mulching, and planting ferns along 
the hillside.

We start ’em young in York with volunteering  
in our parks.

It was great to have several York neighbors 
joining the student contingent for the event.  
A special shout-out to Ron Barnett—York 
neighbor and longtime stalwart park 
volunteer—for his excellent work installing 
cribbing on a slope above the trail so that 
mulch will stay in place.

Also, thanks to Woods Coffee for supplying 
fresh brew and delicious baked goods for  
the masses.  And, as always, thank you to  
the talented Bellingham Parks crew for 
providing the tools and guidance to make it  
a successful event.

ContaCt

York neighborhood Association
c/o 1444 Grant St 

Bellingham  WA  98225

President@YorkNeighborhood.org

website: www.YorkNeighborhood.org

For advertising / business  
donations, contact: 

YorkerEditor@YorkNeighborhood.org

York Dumpster Day
Saturday, June 3

8:30 am until when dumpster is full
at Nelson’s Market parking lot

514 Potter Street

Bellingham Tenants Union discussion
Saturday, June 3, 5:00 to 7:00 pm

at Bellingham Public Library

YNA Survey Responses Due
June 6 

see page 5 for more info

Move-Out Madness
WWU Students’ Dumpster

Friday, June 9
at Harriett Spanel Park

(formerly Franklin Park)

York General Meeting
Wednesday, June 14, 7:00 pm

at Garden Street United Methodist Church
1326 North Garden Street

YNA Board Meeting
Wednesday, July 12, 7:00 pm

at Garden Street United Methodist Church
1326 North Garden Street

York Annual Picnic
Saturday, August 26, 3:00 to 5:00 pm

at Harriett Spanel Park
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