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YORK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

York Annual

Holiday Caroling Party &
Horse Wagon Rides
Saturday, December 10

Save the Date!
York
General Meeting
Jan.11, 2012

We will have as our guests the 2012
Mayor-Elect Kelli Linville and new Ward
3 City Council Representative, Cathy
Lehman. We’ll meet at our usual place,
Garden St. United Methodist Church;
6:30 for refreshments; 7pm business
meeting, which includes election of
2012 York Neighborhood Assoc. Board
members.

We’re MADD
about surprises
6pm – Gather & Sing at Nelson’s Market.
6:30pm – First wagon ride.
Photo by Carolyn Mulder

The wagon will circulate through the neighborhood to Shuksan Convalescent
Center, Lincoln Square, Bellingham Grocery Outlet and Franklin Park. The wagon
will make several pickups back at Nelson’s Market during the evening, so if you arrive
anytime before 8pm you’re sure to get a ride. The decorated horse wagon is provided
by Reinbow Ranch with neighborhood business sponsors Back-In-Motion, On-Site
Computer Services, and Nelson’s Market/Marlins’ Cafe.
Please bring a plate of cookies to share. Hot cocoa and cider will be provided
by the YNA along with songbooks. We will hand out ride tickets (free) so that people
can go on the wagon on a first-come basis. But don’t worry, there’s always plenty of
rides. If the roads become icy, we’ll have to do the caroling without the horse wagon.

By Helen Jackson
Franklin Park Steward
Make a Difference Day (MADD), a
nation-wide event, is sponsored by the
Whatcom Volunteer Center. The York
Neighborhood has held a well-attended
work party at Franklin Park for the past
five years; but on Saturday, October 22,
the event was full of surprises.
First, we found out that Fourth Corner
Nurseries would donate 500 native plants.
Last October 2010 an early and long-lasting freeze killed many of the 700 native

See We’re MADD on pg.2

Mission Statement of the York Neighborhood Association:
“To reduce isolation among residents, enhance the quality of life in a low and moderate income urban neighborhood,
create a sense of community, reduce or prevent crime, and preserve the historic character of the neighborhood.”

York Neighborhood
Association

c/o 1410 Grant St., Bellingham, WA 98225

www.yorkneighborhood.org
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393-7187

call or
text:
or email: president@yorkneighborhood.org
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We’re MADD

Note from your President

Is it your turn to serve?
By Kirsti Charlton
YNA President & MNAC Rep
It’s hard to believe that 2011 is closing in
on us, and in about four weeks we will be
welcoming 2012. Board members and officers
will need to be elected come January and
February of 2012.
Every January, according to YNA’s ByLaws, the York Neighborhood Association
holds a general meeting from which 12 to
16 neighbors are elected to serve on the
governing Board of the YNA. In February,
the Board selects its officers (president, vice
president, secretary, and treasurer). Although the MNAC Rep is an appointed position by the Mayor, generally it is a position
that the YNA Board also approves.
So, you ask yourself, what’s in it for me?

from pg.1

From my experience (and you should talk
to others on the Board, as well), one of the
greatest benefits is getting to know your
neighbors. Working cooperatively, sharing
ideas, knowing that what you do is going to
make our neighborhood and community a
better place -- who can beat that?
Serving on the Board generally means
meeting bi-monthly for a Board meeting alternating with a general meeting bi-monthly
(2nd Wednesday of every month) at the Garden Street United Methodist Church from 7
to 9 pm. If you’ve lived in the neighborhood
a long time, or just moved here, please check
us out. We’ll be holding our first 2012 General meeting on January 11.
I’m looking forward to seeing you there!
If you have any questions, please email me at
president@yorkneighborhood.com.

About the York Neighborhood Association
YNA Officers
Kirsti Charlton, President & MNAC Rep,
president@yorkneighborhood.org
Don Hilty-Jones,Vice Pres.,
vicepresident@yorkneighborhood.org

Board Members

plants we put in, and Fourth Corner generously wanted to give us a second chance.
Surprise once more took hold. On
Saturday morning almost 30 volunteers
braved the rain. At 9:30 a.m. the sun broke
through those clouds and stayed around
until the 1pm finale. With hard-working,
cheerful volunteers and donated snacks
the day glowed and new native plants
fill the beds surrounding the shelter and
playground.
We hope all those who visit Franklin Park will stay off the planted beds
surrounding the playground and
shelter, and give these areas a chance
to blossom.
Kudos to all who made MADD a surprisingly glorious day:
• Fourth Corner Nurseries for donating
500 native plants
• Whatcom Volunteer Center for coordinating county-wide volunteers

Dave Hopkinson

• Parks Volunteer Program for mulch,
tools and gloves

Judy Hopkinson

• LEAD at WWU

Helen Jackson, Franklin Park Steward

• Super Feet at Ferndale

Anne Mackie, Newsletter Editor

• Neighborhood volunteers: Kirsti
Charlton, Jeff and Cassin Bates, Mark
Schofield, Pete Farmer, Carolyn
Mulder, Eric Baumgarten, Michelle
Burkhart, Mason Cheung and Helen
Jackson

Bippy McMaster

Jessica Bandstra, Secretary,
secretary@yorkneighborhood.org

Carolyne Milling

Lisa Anderson, Treasurer,
treasurer@yorkneighborhood.org

Carrie Schwarz, Rock Hill Park Steward

Carolyn Mulder, Newsletter Distribution
Tom Scott, MNAC Alternate

Membership
Any resident, property owner or business owner of the York Neighborhood who attends
at least one meeting per calendar year is considered a member of the YNA. Membership
donations to support the annual picnic, this newsletter and other association activities can
be mailed to Lisa Anderson,YNA Treasurer, 520 Edwards St., Bellingham, WA 98225. Recommended donations: $5 students; $10 singles; $20 households; businesses $100 (includes
a business card-size ad in the newsletter).
The Yorker, published by the York Neighborhood Association
c/o 1410 Grant St., Bellingham, WA 98225, 360-393-7187.
Contact president@yorkneighborhood.org for more information or how to advertise.

Contact president@yorkneighborhood.org for more information
or how to advertise.
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And, those who donated snacks:
• Starbucks downtown (Holly and Railroad) and Great Harvest Bread,
• Meredith Charlton, Carolyne Milling
and Helen Jackson
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Neighborhood Faces

Meet Gladys Howard

Owner of “The Glad Bag,” 517 Potter St.
By Anne Mackie
What is that place on the corner of
Potter and Humboldt streets, you may
have wondered. The sign above the door
of the gray building at 517 Potter St.,
across from Nelson’s Market, reads: “The
Glad Bag.” Closed for the last few years,
the shop used to host cake-decorating
classes, oil and watercolor painting, tole
painting, China painting and macramé
weavers, and most importantly ceramics
classes. With four kilns and 7,000 molds,
ceramics was the big draw.
When I first met owner Gladys Howard in 1987 she explained how the shop
got its name. “I named the shop the Glad
Bag because of my name Gladys. But
my kids, who love me dearly, suggested I
should name it ‘Old Bag’ instead.” Before
Gladys bought the building in 1976 it had
been home to King Ceramics. Old city
directories list a market at this location in
the mid-1920s.
On my first visit to the shop in 1987 the
place was packed with women, and Gladys
was giving instructions on how to mix

ceramic glazes. Children’s classes were

York Resident
Receives Peace
Builder Award
Photo by Anne Mackie

Gladys Howard, owner of the “Glad Bag” on Potter St., celebrated her 90th birthday in October
with family and friends at the Roeder Home.
held on Saturday mornings. The shop was
much more than just art classes, though.
It was a place for women to gather and
talk, drink coffee, enjoy a hobby, and share
their lives.
“In my day, everybody had to sew and
knit and crochet,” Gladys said. “I just
thought it would be nice to have a little
shop where we could all do hobbies together.” Although she has seen changes in
the neighborhood over her 35 years here,
she says it has kept the “home-town idea.”
York’s history is richer having people like
Gladys make it a special place.
Happy 90th Birthday, Gladys, from all
your York friends!

Borrow locally!
360.676.1168 • 800.525.8703 • TTY 800.833.6388
Bank online 24/7 at www.wecu.com
This Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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By Kirsti Charlton
Congratulations are due to Gary
Gerard, resident manager for City Gate
Apartments at 607 E. Holly, who was
awarded a public servant Peace Builder
Award by Whatcom County’s Dispute
Resolution Center (WCDRC) at its annual
gala, November 18.
Gary, who was featured in the June 2011
issue of The Yorker, has been the key player
in making the City Gate re-entry housing
program a success in the York Neighborhood. This is due to Gary’s skillful and
compassionate 24/7 oversight at City
Gate. Gary works tirelessly to help his
residents succeed in their new life. An example is that Gary encourages City Gate
residents to participate in neighborhood
activities, especially the STARs (trash and
recycling) program.
Congratulations, Gary!
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Fundraising Takes
Off for Historic
District Street Signs
By Don Hilty-Jones
YNA Vice President
It’s an all-out effort to raise funds for
the new signs that will be mounted above
29 intersection street signs in the northern
section of the neighborhood bounded by
I-5, Lakeway, Ellis, and Meador streets.
Property owners in this section of the
neighborhood are being asked to donate
to a special, separate fund for the signs. A
great investment at $40 each, the signs will
add distinction to our streets and help signal our devotion to preserving the unique
character of our historic neighborhood.
The city’s Public Works Dept. will provide
installation.

In just a few short weeks, the fund has
reached $1,100+. Please use the Donation
Form in this newsletter to make your donation to the YNA; mail to Lisa Anderson,
YNA Treasurer, 520 Edwards St., Bellingham, WA 98225.
Please join your fellow neighbors and local businesses in achieving a gift that we can
all enjoy and value everyday! Thank you to
the following neighbors, community leaders
and friends who have made donations:
Cory and Lisa Anderson
Floyd and Kay Aronson
Jessica and Aaron Bandstra
Vale and Abe Bates
Kenneth Barkley
Jeff and Laurie Brown
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Barry Buchanan
Kirsti and Fred Charlton
Mel Charlton
Barbara Davenport
Amber Edwards, Holly Stafford and
Maudie
Stafford-Edwards
Holly and Andrew Fletcher-Love
Gayle Helgoe (South Hill supporter)
Elwin Hillius
Doug Hyldahl and Jualanne Sleeper
Judy and David Hopkinson
Don Hilty-Jones and Michael Neville
Pete Kremen
Byron Manering
Lisa and Dan McShane
Dietmar and Carrie Schwarz
Carolyne Milling and John Wiley
Nelson’s Market/Marlins’ café
Ed and Jacqueline Pettit
Tom Scott
Warren Sheay
Pat and Steve Winterburn
Pie raffle money from York’s annual picnic
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York moves ahead for two NEW historic districts
By Anne Mackie
Work began last summer to compile
applications for two new historic districts
in the York Neighborhood: the area
around Franklin Park and the Magnolia
St. area, west of Ellis and north of Holly
streets. The purpose of creating historic
districts is best explained by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation: “A property included in a historic district, valued
for its historical associations or architectural quality, is worth protecting because
it is a virtue to the special and unique
personality of the city.”
Because Lakeway Dr. and Ellis St. bisect the neighborhood, it was determined
that the York Historic District could only
include the section north of Lakeway Dr.
and east of Ellis St. Many of us objected
to “splitting” the neighborhood this way
because the research demonstrated many
more “qualifying” historic properties in
the other two areas. At that time city
representatives said York could initiate
additional applications in the future for
these two areas; so, here we are a few years
later, doing just that. Our applications
will be finalized in the spring of 2012.
The first step was to review and copy
all the house architectural research into
two documents for the applications: 154
properties in the Franklin Park District
and 103 in the Magnolia District area. In
October YNA President Kirsti Charlton,

The Magnolia District has many historic
homes including this example of Queen
Anne architecture at 1318 N. Forest built
in 1895.
VP/Historic Committee Chair Don HiltyJones, and Board member Anne Mackie
met with City Planner Katie Franks to
review the process and requirements for
the applications. Additionally, we are
in consultation with Washington State’s
Architectural Historian, Michael Houser,
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The Franklin Park district has many
Craftsman style homes like this one at
1138 Franklin St. built in 1926.
who we hope to feature as a guest speaker
at York’s March 2012 general meeting.
Get involved
If you are interested in working on either of the
two new historic district projects, please contact
Anne Mackie, mackieaf@gmail.com, 933-4369.
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Kid’s Corner:

Kindergarteners share first impression

Ruben Anaya

By Klara Schwarz
Many children in
the York Neighborhood have started
kindergarten. I
interviewed three
of them. The first
child I interviewed
was my brother
Christian Schwarz who attends Happy
Valley Elementary School. The next child
I interviewed was Noah Bandstra who
attends Garden View Montessori. The last
child interviewed was William Walker who
attends Bellingham Christian School. I
asked them each four questions. Here are
the questions and answers.

Oct. 20, 1956 – Oct. 20, 2011

Noah Bandstra

Question 1: What’s your favorite thing
about Kindergarten?
Christian: Recess, art area, and school.
Noah: Everything.
William: Recess.
Question 2: What is your least favorite
part of Kindergarten?
Christian: Lunchtime.
Noah: Nothing.
William: Cards. It’s when you take
down a discipline card.
Question 3: Are there any big changes
that you have experienced going into kindergarten?
Christian: Yes, [long pause] there are
more tables.
Noah: No.
William: Yes, new teachers and new
friends.

Will Walker

Question 4: If you could change anything
about kindergarten, what would it be?
Christian: Having a foosball table.
Noah: Nothing.

Our beloved friend and York
neighbor, Ruben Anaya, passed
from this world following a tragic
brain aneurysm that he suffered
on Oct. 3 and died Oct. 20. He
was 55. Ruben was part of the
Nelson’s Market Family and this
neighborhood for 28 years.
Every inch of the Nelson’s corner
has been touched by his hands –
the beautiful gardens, the brick
patio kiosk where public notices
get posted, the picnic table and
the rebuilt market and cafe. His
craftsmanship is everywhere. Ruben
worked for many people in the
neighborhood helping with their
gardens, laying in brick patios, and
doing various jobs for Rock Hill
Park and Franklin Park.
He is survived by three daughters,
five grandchildren, and many sisters
and a brother. A memorial service
was held at Wekleum Center on
Oct. 25. His ashes will be spread
at the Grand Canyon. We will miss
you, Ruben. Love and peace.

Turn on Your Porch Lights
for Safer Mail Delivery

William: Changing the weather.
All in all it looks like they enjoy kindergarten, and we hope all new kindergarteners have a good school year.

In Loving Memory

Christian Schwarz
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Lights also create a safer neighborhood
for everyone; and, the police recommend
keeping your outside lights on throughout
the night as a crime deterrent.
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Neighborhood Faces

York Gardeners
Take 1st Place
Win for Whatcom
In Bloom
By Anne Mackie
Fix the soil, first. That’s the advice
from York gardeners Holly and Andrew
Fletcher-Love who were recently honored
with the 1st Place Award in the category
of “Residential Gardens Under 1/2 Acre”
in the 26th Annual Whatcom In Bloom
contest.
Their garden at 1338 Grant St. is
loaded with gorgeous perennials, flowering shrubs, a small greenhouse, garden art
and bins of veggies. In less than four years
they have maximized every corner of their
yard. Amending the clay soil is the most
important step to a healthy, thriving garden. They have added 25 yards of compost
to get the beds well established.
“Heaps of compost help boost the
overall health of plants. It also makes
weeding a breeze,” Holly says. “Because
the resulting soil is loose and fluffy, unwanted plants and roots pull out easily.”

Photo by Anne Mackie

Andrew and Holly Fletcher-Love reuse rusted “finds” like this iron grate to beautify their garden in York.
With Andrew’s job as a machine operator in the construction of hiking and
mountain-bike trails, he often finds rocks
or buried rusted debris that are interesting and, subsequently, brought home to
his wife’s dismay, Andrew says.

opinions change on the matter. It’s a little

“It’s only when the objects are repurposed or covered with foliage that her

get a chance to tour the garden next

York Neighborhood Association Donation Form
#1: Donation for “York National Historic District” street signs: ___________
(suggested amount $40.00)
#2: MEMBERSHIP Donation to York Neighborhood Association:
Money is used for newsletter printing, annual picnic, annual holiday party/horse wagon
ride, supplies and mailings.
Students $5.00

Your Name _______________________

Household $20.00

Address __________________________

Singles $10.00			

Email ____________________________

Indicate cash
Business $100.00
(includes business-card size ad in
each issue of The Yorker newsletter)

or check

Make checks payable to York Neighborhood Association (YNA)
Mail to: Lisa Anderson,YNA Treasurer, 520 Edwards St., Bellingham, WA 98225
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battle I enjoy, and the process allows me
to experiment with being creative.”
Congratulations to Holly and Andrew
for the award. Hopefully, neighbors will
spring.

Membership
donations keep
YNA going
Thank you to the following people
who have made a membership donation
to the York Neighborhood Association since our last publication: Sarah
and Jeff Bates, Jeff and Laurie Brown,
Michelle Burkhart and Mark Schofield,
Barbara Davenport, Doug Hyldahl and
Jualanne Sleeper, Helen Jackson, Dale
Kreider, Sarah Campbell and Daniel
O’Neil, Carolyne Milling and John
Wiley, Lisa and Dan McShane, Byron
Manering, Ed and Jacqueline Pettit,
Dietmar and Carrie Schwarz, Pat and
Steve Winterburn.
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Neighborhood
Calendar of
Events

“Warmth for Washington” collects
winter wear
By Kathy Weinkle

Wine & Roses Garden Club
Holiday Progressive Dinner Party
Dec. 3, 6:30pm
Call Judy for location 713-816-3009

Holiday Caroling Party
and Horse Wagon Rides
Sat., Dec. 10, 6pm – Gather & Sing
6:30pm – First wagon ride.
Nelson’s Market, 514 Potter St.

YNA General Meeting
2012 Board Elections
Wed., Jan. 11, 6:30pm Social & Refreshments
7pm Business meeting
Garden St. United Methodist Church

STARs
(Saturday Trash and Recyclers, formerly RATS)
Every first and third Saturday of the
month
Meet at Nelson’s Market, 8:45am

YNA Board Meeting and
2012 Officers Election
Wed., Feb. 8, 7pm
Garden St. United Methodist Church

Fall has rolled in, and along with the
season’s beauty come cooler temperatures.
For many the challenge of staying warm
in colder weather is far from easy. A few
years ago, with a former co-worker, I started a warm clothing drive called “Warmth
for Washington.”
Originally inspired by a similar project
in Maine, my vision was to help spread
some warmth in the way of clothing here
in Washington. Now three years later, I’m
very excited to get this project going again
and this time collect even more warm
clothing to share in the cold months to
come.
On our last “Warmth” drive, we received wonderful donations in the way of
hand-knit and crocheted hats, scarves and

mittens which were then donated to the
Interfaith Coalition. Interfaith Coalition
runs an Emergency Shelter on our coldest
winter nights as well as provides clothing
to the homeless. What a great feeling it
was to know the many bags my daughter
and I delivered to Interfaith Coalition
would be taken to people in need that very
night here in Bellingham.
So, calling all York knitters, crocheters, fleece-crafters: we are grateful for any
hand-made warm and cozies (hats, scarves,
mittens, fingerless mitts, cowls). And if
you are not a knitter or have not the time,
not to worry – new or used woolens (or
fleece) in good condition is very much
appreciated, too. Donated items can be
dropped off in the box at Nelson’s Market, or contact us through warmthwashington@gmail.com And, please tell your
friends!

The Yorker Newsletter
This newsletter is a publication of the York Neighborhood Association. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily the opinion of the association or its board.
The newsletter is published approximately four times a year and hand-delivered to 700+
homes. If you would like to volunteer to help hand the newsletter out on your block,
please contact Carrie Schwarz, 647-3650.
Advertising
Business-card size ad, $30 or four issues $110; quarter-page $50 or $175 four issues; halfcolumn $60 or four issues $200; half-page $100 or four issues $375; full-page $200 or four
issues $750.
YNA Online: www.yorkneighborhood.org
The Yorker, published by the York Neighborhood Association
c/o 1410 Grant St., Bellingham, WA 98225, 360-393-7187.
Contact president@yorkneighborhood.org for more information or how to advertise.

Serving breakfast
Wed.-Fri., 7am to 1pm
Sat & Sun., 8am to 2pm

Now Serving Nightly :
PAGE 8

Burgers, hand-cut fries, broasted
chicken, sandwiches

